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Presiding:  President Paul Herring 
Opened: 12:09PM 
Prayer: Doctor Gordon Hon 
Pledge: Mike Bullock 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Members Present: 43 
Visitors: 2 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Visitor:                                      Guest of: 

Scott Osborne        Tom Myers 
State Representative Tommy Merritt   Club 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

���������
Attendance:                  Jack Miller 
Drew White Marble        WON        $82.00 
Convention:        Charlie Hill        $78.00 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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March 4th 
David Ummel      Buckner Administrator 

March 11th 
Kara Stitz Longview City Librarian 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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New Member Orientation                Feb 25 
Martial Arts Fundraiser                Feb 27 
Big Hat Social    Mar 8 
Fishing Tournament                Mar 27 
Ambucs Social    Apr 3 
2010 Spring Conference           Apr 23-24 
2010 National Conference              Jul 7-10 

 
MARTIAL  ARTS  FUNDRAISER  

hairman Tommy Knight  reminded 
us the Texas Amateur Cage Fighting 

Martial Arts Fundraiser will be this 
Saturday, February 27th at the Maude 
Cobb Convention Center. 
   Those who signed up to work the 
stations are asked to be at Maude Cobb 
by 6:30PM. All work should be 
completed before 10:30PM. If you wish 
to help and did not sign up, just show up 
and Tommy will find a job for you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

t today’s business meeting, 
President Paul Herring presented a 

Big Hat to John Dimond, sponsor stars 
to Thomas Myers, Bob Graham and 
Joe knox and administered the Ambuc 
oath to Ty Thompson and Robert 
Black. Additionally he conducted a 
normal business meeting and accepted 
two proclamations, one from the State of 
Texas and the other from the City of 
Longview, proclaiming February 2010 as 
National Ambucs Month. 
 

NEW  TYLER  AMBUCS  CLUB  
parkplug Bob Graham reported that 
the first meeting of the newly formed 

Tyler Ambucs Club will be held in Tyler 
on March 8th at the Potpourri House from 
Noon to 1:00PM. The Potpourri House is 
located at 3320 Troup Highway. 
   Everyone is invited to attend this and 
all future meetings. A large show of 
support would be a great assist in getting 
this club on it’s way to chartering. 
Meetings are planned for every two 
weeks until the club is chartered. 
   Bob is presently looking for names of 
potential members in Tyler. If you can 
assist, call Bob at 903-235-3715. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Paul Herring  awarded John 
Dimond  his well earned Big Hat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President Paul Herring  has just awarded 
a sponsorship star to (from left) Big Hat 
President Joe Knox, Bob Graham  and 

Tom Myers. Joe  sponsored Jay Gordon, 
Bob  sponsored John Squire  and Tom  

sponsored  Nate Trich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ty Thompson  receives the Ambucs oath 

from President Paul Herring  as his 
sponsor, John Dimond,  looks on. 
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AmTRYKE  PRESENTATION  
mTryke Chairman Jim Robinson 
announced that we will present an 

AmTryke to 6-year old Amar Thompson 
from Tyler at 2:00PM on Thursday, 
March 4th, in the lobby of White Oak 
State Bank in Longview. The bank is 
located at 800 Gilmer Road – that would 
be the intersection of Gilmer Road and 
Fairmont Avenue. 
   NOTE: White Oak State Bank (Bank 
President George Moody) has been our 
Draw Down’s Gold Sponsor for the past 
four consecutive years. Let as many 
members as is possible attend this 
presentation to show our appreciation for 
White Oak State Bank’s generosity. 
 

RAMP  INSTALLATION  
amp Chairman Dick Allen reported 
we will install two wheelchair ramps 

on Saturday, March 6th, both of which are 
small ramps and in Longview. Both jobs 
should easily be finished before Noon. 
   On one of these ramps, we will be 
assisted by Dan Herrington’s son’s 
youth group from the United Methodist 
Church of Hallsville who will be working 
on this project as one of their Community 
Service Projects. We will need some 
guidance, so come on out to help. 
   We will meet at Jucy’s on West 
Marshall Avenue at 7:00AM for 
breakfast, go to James White’s 
warehouse for the trailer and supplies and 
leave there at 8:00AM for the installation 
site. 
   NOTE: A film clip of our last ramp 
installation is now on YouTube at:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGSL
nvlX2OU&sns=em . Go there to see what 
we have told the world about ramp 
building. Thank you Tom Myers. 
 

FISHING  TOURNAMENT  
hairman David Tramel said the 21st 
Annual Fishing Tournament is 

progressing very well but he is in need of 
a large number of door prizes. Those 
door prizes should be “fisherman” 
oriented so, if you have door prizes, call 
David at 903-753-9624. 
   The tournament will be held on 
Saturday, March 27th, from 7:00AM to 
3:00PM at the Big Cypress Marina at 
Lake O’ The Pines and the Flyer and 
Application can be downloaded from our 
Web Site – http://longviewambucs.com/ - 
or obtained from David or Al Bingham 
(903-452-2110) or at our meetings. 
 
 

NEW  MEMBER  ORIENTATION  
ack Miller  announced that the New 
Member Orientation will be held this 

evening at 6:30PM at the Coors 
Hospitality Room located at 2002 East 
Cotton Street. Everyone is invited.  
 

BIG  HAT  SOCIAL  
ig Hat President Joe Knox 
announced the next Big Hat Social 

will be this Monday, March 8th, in the 
Board Room of Alco Air (104 Crockett 
Drive, Longview) and starts at 5:30PM. 
   This Social will be a covered dish 
affair, so bring your favorite dish. No 
warming facilities are available, so warm 
your dish before leaving home with it. 
   A popular vote prize will be awarded 
but President Knox reserves the right to 
disqualify any entry. (That seems to 
emulate the White House). Please call 
President Knox [903-236-5300 (W) or 
903-738-5406 (C)] with your entry by 
March 5th so he can assure enough food 
will be available. Beer will be available 
but BYOB if you wish. 
   All this is FREE but donations will be 
accepted. Also, this social is open to all 
Big Hat members and potential members 
and their guests. 
 

AMBUCS  SOCIAL  
ocial Chairman Cruz Mendez 
advised that an Ambucs Social will 

be held on Saturday, April 3rd, at the 
Yatch Club at the Lake O’ The Pines 
beginning at 11:00AM. 
   More details will follow. 
 

VISIBILITY  MONTH  
ational Ambucs Visibility Month is 
almost over and our chapter has 

done it’s part toward becoming as visible 
as a lighting flash. Among the many 
many things we have done is ramp 
building, entering a float in the Jefferson 
Up River Mardi Gras parade – viewed by 
an estimated 25,000 people – and last 
December we entered basically the same 
float in the Longview Downtown 
Christmas parade. A ramp build and the 
Mardi Gras parade are on our YouTube 
site. For the ramp build go to: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGSL
nvlX2OU&sns=em   
and for the Mardi Gras parade, go to: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_eZ
ZkEIUTk   
    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

obert Black receives the Ambuc 
Oath from President Paul Herring 

as his sponsor, Al Hairgrove,  looks on. 
   During the ceremonies today, it was 
discovered that, for whatever reason, 
Robert, who has been a very active 
member since September 2004, had never 
taken the Ambucs Oath. Today, President 
Paul Herring corrected that error. 
   A belated, Welcome aboard, Robert!!! 
 

2010  SOUTHWEST  REGION 
SPRING  CONFERENCE 

he 2010 Southwest Region Spring 
Conference is almost two months 

away. It will be held on April 23rd and 
24th at the Wyndham Hotel and Resort 
(formally the Holiday Inn Love Field) in 
Dallas located at 3300 Mockingbird 
Lane. 
   Remember our Club pays a portion of 
the costs involved to attend our 
conferences. These funds are generated 
from the weekly Attendance Drawing. 
So, begin making your plans to attend 
and learn much about Ambucs and meet 
many fellow Ambucs from other states. 
   All new officers should attend along 
with any of us who wish to learn what is 
happening inside our organization. Some 
will be surprised – some won’t. 
   For more information, watch 
subsequent newsletters. 
 

THANK  YOU  NOTE  
n item in our December 3, 2009 
Chapter Newsletter described how 

good things happen when Ambucs Clubs 
join together on a project. The following 
is a note from Cheri Lambert , OTR 
Director at Panola College and a member 
of the East Texas Co-op Chapter of 
Ambucs. 
 
Thanks for fronting the money on this 
ramp project. Please let Robert McCown 
know how much we appreciate him. 
Hugs,    Cheri 
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HELP WITH THE 
FISHING TOURNAMENT 
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President Paul Herring  accepts a State of 
Texas Resolution from Representative Tommy 
Merritt, Texas State Representative, District 7 

 
STATE OF TEXAS 

RESOLUTION 
   WHEREAS, Members of the 
Longview Chapter of AMBUCS are 
celebrating National AMBUCS Month 
during February 2010; and 
   WHEREAS, A national service 
organization, AMBUCS works to foster 
the mobility and independence of those 
with disabilities; AMBUCS chapters 
throughout the country participate in 
community projects, provide scholarships 
for therapy students, and donate 
AmTryke therapeutic tricycles to 
individuals who are unable to operate 
traditional bicycles; and 
   WHEREAS, The Longview chapter is 
distinguished as the original creator of 
the AmTryke; members created the 
unique machine in response to a 
challenge to develop a tricycle for 
children with disabilities; they 
subsequently built each tryke by hand 
until 1994, when National AMBUCS 
took over the responsibility and 
established AmTryke, Inc.; to date, more 
than 10,000 trykes have been distributed; 
and 
   WHEREAS, Longview AMBUCS 
volunteers have made a positive 
difference in the lives of countless 
individuals, and it is a pleasure to honor 
their continuing commitment to people 
with disabilities; now, therefore, be it 
   RESOLVED, That February 2010 be 
recognized as National AMBUCS Month 
and that the Longview Chapter of 
AMBUCS be commended for their 
service to their fellow Texans. 
Signed and Sealed by Tommy Merritt, 
State Representative, District 7. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Jack Miller,  representing City of 
Longview Mayor Jay Dean, presents President 
Paul Herring  a Proclamation from the City of 

Longview, Texas 
 

LONGVIEW Proclamation 
Commemorating 

National AMBUCS Month 
February 2010 

   WHEREAS, AMBUCS is dedicated to 
creating independence for people with 
disabilities; and 
   WHEREAS, each of the chapters have 
various projects in which they participate, 
such as AmTrykes, building wheelchair 
ramps and providing logistics for the 
Christmas Parade; and 
WHEREAS, the Longview Chapter of 
AMBUCS took the challenge to provide 
a tricycle for children with disabilities to 
build self-esteem, assist with muscle 
development and help them experience 
the fun of riding and the AmTryke 
Therapeutic Tricycle was born; and 
   WHEREAS, chapter members hand 
built each tryke until National AMBUCS, 
Inc. took over the responsibility and 
established AmTryke Inc. in 1994 and to 
date more than 10,000 trykes have been 
distributed, and 
   NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jay Dean, 
by the authority vested in me as Mayor of 
the City of Longview, Texas do hereby 
proclaim February 2010 as National 
AMBUCS Month  in Longview. 
In official Recognition whereof, I hereby 

affix my signature this 1sy day of 
February 2010. 

Signed, Jay Dean, Mayor 

 
NEWSLETTER  EDITOR  NEEDED  

irector Robert Black informed the 
members that we will shortly need a 

new Newsletter Editor because the 
present editor is planning to retire with 
the edition of the May 27, 2010 
newsletter. 
 
 

WELCOME  BACK  
t was very good to see both Larry Day  
and Doctor Gordon Hon in attendance 

today. Both have been absent due to 
extended medical problems, Doctor Hon 
with cancer treatments and Larry  
recovering from his thirteenth surgery in 
about the last two years. This last surgery 
was to replace a hip. 
   Larry  extended his thanks and 
appreciation for the club’s continued 
thoughts and prayers. 
 

ANOTHER  NOTE  OF  THANKS  
he 22nd annual Freeze Your Fanny 
ride/run was held on February 6th 

benefiting Special Olympics. As we have 
done for many years in the past, we again 
assisted this fundraiser by serving the 
riders with a hot meal consisting of chili 
and all the “fixin’s” which were provided 
to us courtesy of Rob Springer and 
Wendy’s Restaurants. 
   This note is from the Freeze Your 
Fanny Coordinator. 
          February 17, 2010 
AMBUCS – Synonymous for Friends 
   Gentlemen, thank you so much for your 
continued support of our Special 
Olympics efforts. 
   Our fundraiser, Freeze Your Fanny, 
was a great success. For the first time in a 
couple of years the event lived up to its 
name; 550 participants complained of the 
cold weather but left happy. I am sending 
a couple of the reviews about the event to 
let you know how much the Ambucs 
support was appreciated. The warm lunch 
is appreciated by the riders/runners but, 
we appreciate your efforts year round. 
   THANK YOU ~ signed B’Ann Boiles, 
FYF Coordinator. 
 

HOW  FIGHTS  START  
 took my wife to a restaurant. The 
waiter, for whatever reason, took my 

order first. "I'll have the steak, medium 
rare, please." 
   He said, "Aren't you worried about the 
mad cow?" 
   "Nah, she can order for herself..." 
   And that’s when the fight started... 
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AMBUCS  TRAVEL  WEBSITE  
If you need motel reservations or auto 
rental, go to www.longviewambucs.com 
and click on Ambucs Travel. 
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